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HOW SLAVERY: HONORS:OUR COUNTRY’S FLAG. 
ae [From Rankin’s Letters.] 


“Tn the summer of 1822, as I returned with my family froma 
visit to the Barrens of Kentucky, I witnessed a scene such as 1 
cory aaa witnessed before, and such as I hope never to witness again. 

Having passed through Paris in Bourbon county, Ky. the sound of 
“‘nusic (beyond a little rising ground) attracted my attention, I look- 
ed forward, and saw the flag of my country waving. fupposing that 
I was about to meet a itary be rade, [ drove hastil to the side 
‘the road; ‘aboot forty b having gained aw op of the ascent, I disc »vered 
(I suppose y black men all chained together afier the fol- 

lowing : 1 of them was handcufied, and they wete ar- 
anged in fr nk are. A chain perhaps 40 fee: long, the size o¢ 
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borin: + between the two ran nks, to which 
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short chains were joined, which connected with the handcuffs. Be- 
hind them were, ! suppose, about thirty women in double rank, the 
couples tied hand to hand. A solemn sadness sat on every coun- 
tenance, and the dismal silence of this march of despair was in- 
terrupted only by the sound of two violins ; yes as if to add insult 
to injury, Petree couple were furnished with a violin apiece; 
the second couple were ornamented with cockades, while near the 
eentre waved the Republican flag carried by a hand Jilerally in 
chains. 1 perhaps have mistalren some punctilios of the arrange- 
ment, for “my soul-was..:k.’ my feelings were mingled and pun- 
gent.'_As a man, I sympathized with suffermg humanity; as a 
christian, I mourned over the transgressions of God’s holy law; 
and as a republican, I felt indignant, to see the flag of my beloved 
country thus insulted: I could not forbear exclaiming to the lord- 
iy driver who.rode at his ease along side: ‘ Heaven will curse that 
man who engages in such tratlic, and the government that protects 
him in it! T pursued my journey till evening, and put up for the 
night. When I mentioned the scene I had witnessed, ‘ Ah !’ (cried 
my landlady) ‘ That is my brother.’ From her-I learned that his 
ame is Stone, of Bourbon county, Kentucky, in partnership with 
ie Kinningham of Paris; 8 a few days before he had pur- 
ased a n from a-manin Nicholas county ; she re- 
: 1; he attempted to compel her, but she defend- 

self... Without-further ceremony, he stepped back, and by a 
blow on the side of her head with the butt of his whip brought her 
to the ground; he tied her, and drove her off. I learned farther, 
‘nat besides the drove I had seen, there were about thirty shut up 
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i, the Paris prison‘for safe keeping, to-be added to the company ; 
and that they Were designed for the Orleans market. Amd to this 
they are doomed for no other crime, than that.of a black skin and 
eurled lock®.. ft" Sai cg Meee eta 
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Ah me, what wish ean prosper, or whut prayer, 
For merchants rich in cargoes of despair ? 
_ Who drive a loathsome traffic, gauge and span, 
And bay the muscles and the bones of man. 9 _ ~ 
7 | CowPer. 
« Shali noi | visit for these things, saith the Lord ? shall not my 
soul be aven zed on such @ nation as this? : 


But I forbear, and subseribemyself, yours, _ 

: os " ‘ i JAMES H. DICKEY.” 
Sept. 30, 1834. itt: Bes 
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system be dis'metly understood, agd there wil 
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of dissension among good men, either in respect to its character 
or remedy. Vague, indefinite, erroneous, and inacequaie concep- 
tions of the thing uself, lie at the bottom of the popular errors in 
respect to slavery and emancipation. 
ne good man affirms that the Bible sanctions slavery ; mean- 
ing, no doubt—that he supposes it to sanction something which he 
conceives to be equivalent to American slavery! Anuother ima- 
gines that immediate emancipation would be dangerous. A third 
ravely questions whether, after all, the slaves would be “ any 
tter off” if they were set at liberty. A fourth insists that the 
slaves must first be prepared for freedom. A fifth is in a panic 
lest emancipation should lead to amalgamation. A sixth accounts 
ita marvellous thing that abolitionists propose no plan by which 
~ slave holders could abolish slavery, if they were disposed to 
O so. i 

Now it is evident that the pertinency and wisdom of these seVe- 
ral suggestions cannot be decided upon correctly, except in view 
of the specific things wherein the American slave system consists. 
But who ever thinks of instituting this previous inquiry? . 

We have no oceasion to traverse the globe, and ransack the ar- 
chives of antiquity, in this inguiry. ‘The question is zot what the 
system of servitude was, that existed three thousand years ago, in 
a remote quarter of the world. What is the system of slavery that 
exists. now, and in this country? ‘This is the sole inquizy. 

That system is established by law, and must therefore be defined 
by its own statuic-book. And it is an established maxim of histori- 
eal investigation, that “no people were ever found to be betler than 
their jaws, though many have been known to be worse.” 

Let then the inquirer examine “ Stroud’s Sketch of the Laws re- 
lating to Slavery in the several states of the United States of Ameri- 
ca,” compiled in 1827.—He will ascertain the following /acts in 
iespect to American slavery. 

1. It regards human beings as mere goods and chattels, “to all 
intents, constructions and purposes whatsoever”—“ entirely subject 
to the will of their masters, to whom they belong”—holding no re- 
served rights whatever; not even the rights of conscience.—It re- 
sards the slave as incapable of contracting even the marriage ob- 
ligation, and therefore “not entitled to the rights and considera- 
tions of matrimony.” 3 
_. 2. It therefore, to the extent of its power, abrogates the moral 
government of God over the slave, and sets up the absolute will of 
his individual and irresponsivle master in its stead. 

. 3. It withholds the hire of the labourer. 

4. It is a breach of the 8th conimandment.—It sanctions in 
America, the very thing which our own laws, and the laws of na- 
tions, punish as “ piracy,” if committed on the coast of Africa, or 









tne high we covers the Bible definition of “‘ man-stealing,” 
pes go upon th supposition that any such crime ever did or can 
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5, It annihilates the family state— prohibits or nullifies marriage 
—severs those whom God has joined together—enjoins or sanctions 
promiscuous intercourse—and thus abrogates the 5th and 7th com- 
mandments of the decalogue. 3 

6. It holds all the religious privileges of the slave at the mercy 
of his master, whether infidel, papist, or protestant. It does more: 
't prohibits even thé master from teaching the slave to read the 
Bible: It forbids schools for “mental instruction :” It punishes the - 
assembling of Christian slaves.for “‘ divine worship.” 

_ "7. It denies to the slave that adequate protection of life and limb 
which is enjoyed by the white man. 

_ Here is the definition: this is the inventory of the American 
slave system. This is the system of which we speak whenever we 
speak of American slave-holding. These are the things which 
we say should be immediate abolished. Reader! look at them, 
and see if you can say less. The things we have specified are not 
the appctdages. the results, the abuses of the system. ‘They are 
essentially the system itself. Do away these things and we promise 
that you shall hear no more importunate demands from us, or from 
abolitionists, on the subject of Immediate Emancipation. 

Once more, Christian reader! let us ask you to pause and pon- 
der over the American slave system—item fy item. Consult the 
statute book, if you are incredulous. You will find every state- 
ment amply sustained. ‘Take the first item, then the second, the 
third, &c. to the seventh, inclusive. In the face of each of these 
org ore! up distinetly and successively each and every objection 
that has been urged against Immediate Emancipation, and ask 
yourself to decide on its validity. Inquire of your own conscience 
and common sense, in respect to each of the seven ingredients of 
the slave system. | 

Does the Bible sanction.this partof American slavery ? 

Go ee the iegyetinve relinquishment of this part of the system 

Can you rationally and honestly doubt whether the slave woulu 
“be any better off” if this part of slavery were now abolished? _ 
_ Can you persuade yourself to say that the slave must first be 
prepared, before this part of the system must be abolished? Will 
you tell us in what that preparation must consist? Or Acw it shall be 
extendeéd.to the slave, without the abolition of the slave system? Or, 
. . "Would the immediate abolition of this part of slavery occasion 










"amalgamation? Or, finally, 
Yan you seriously think that ~ e is needed by the slave- 
poliess in order to the immediate abolition of this part of the sys- 


_. Answer these questions honestly, in the fear of God, and in the 
exercise of equal love to your neighbor. 

Having thus answered all these questions in respect to the first 
item of the American slave system, take up the secund in the same 
manner; then the third, and so on to the seventh. And be not 
frightened, we beseech you, if, in the course of the process you 
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should find yourself—first, a seventh part; then {wo seventh parts; 
and ultimately seven sevenths (the ag of an : 


ImmepiTe ABOLITIONIST. 


« 





COMPENSATION. 


oe =; slaves are freed, ought not their masters to be paid for 
them 

There are now not less than TWO MILLION TWO HUNDRED AND Fir- 
TY THOUSAND Slaves in the United States. At an average value of 
two hundred and fifty dollars apiece, their price would amount to 
the sum of five hundred and sixty-two and a half millions of dol- 
lars. Nevertheless, if the holders of slaves have a right to this 
sum, it ought to be paid; for the slaves have a right to their free- 
dom now, and cannot justly be made to serve as slaves another 
moment. It is said that government by licensing slavery has be- 
come a participator in the guilt, and if, after having established 
property in human flesh, it proceeds to abolish the same, those 
whose property may be thus destroyed will have a just claim on 
the government for the full value. Let us for the sake of the argu- 
ment suppose this to be true.—We remark then, 

1. The government of the United States, as it never has had any 
control over slavery except in the District of Columbia and Terr- 
tories can only nay for those whom it has power to set free. If 
those who advocate compensation are in earnest, let them go 
on and urge Congress to pay for and free the slaves under its 
control. ‘ 

2. Ifa government sets free the slaves under its jurisdiction, it 
does not necessarily destroy property to the market value of the 
slaves, or at all. Siavery as worth to the slaveholders only what 
they can make by it—their profits: Now.if a slaveholder can 
make as much: by cultivating his plantation by free leber as by 
that of slaves, how can he be the loser by the abolition of Slavery ? 
As a matter of fact, well proved, a planter can make as much by 
free labor as by that of slaves, uNLEss he overdrives and under- 
feeds his slaves. But we are told that this is very seldom the case 
at the south—the slaves are very happy—better off than northern 
free laborers. - Then it is of course true, that what by supporting 
his slaves so well—women and children—the old, the sick, and 
all—and what with their natural wastefulness as slaves,—and what 
with the expense of overseeing and governing them, the planter 
might as well pay wages to free laborers. Slavery is worth no- 
thing tu him. If the government destroys it, it destroys nothing 
of his—except indeed the power of selling off the stock—that is, 
Pa gov ee arm ata ey United States law, an act of “\pi- 

acy,” and filling his pockets with the proceeds of it as a preface to 
a course of honest industry. _— government no more destroys 
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is THE EIGHTH COMMANDMENT. 


the property of the slaveholder, on this supposition, by abolishi 
slavery, than it would by abolishing the domestic slave trade rm 
letting slavery alone. 
Again, slavery is profitable, by overworking and underfeeding. 
Now the advocates of slavery, and all who claim compensation, 
« Must admit one of two things. Either, that the representations of 
the good condition of the slaves, which we constantly hear, are 
false; or that the masters have no just ground of compensation. 
If they admit the former, then we will admit that the slaveholders 
may lose profits by an act of abolition, and will consequently 
have as good a claim to compensation, as any men can have for 
ceasing to defraud their fellow men—as good, for instance, as the 
Barbary States have for giving up piracy. But we do not see how 
they can justly urge this claim upon the people of the North, 
whom they have been striving to persuade that the slaves are 
SO m4 treated that they are rather a burden than a source of 
profit! 
* Once more, after all the reparation has been made to the slaves 
which the nature of the case admits, we have no objection that 
those slaveholders who have not been known to overwork, nor un- 
derfeed, nor leave their slaves destitute of comfortable shelter and 
elothing, upon due proof of having suffered loss, shall be indem- 
nified at the expense of the country at large. When the country 
shall be once awaked to the justice of unconditional emancipation, 


the government will need no instruction of ours to teach them how 
to seitle this matter. 


THE EIGHTH COMMANDMENT. 


* What does it mean? What is the thing forbidden by the prohi- 
bition THOU sHALT NOT sTEAL? I will try to explain what I think 
about it. A man came into my office, the other day, and took off 
a book, when I was-out, and nobody saw him. Don’t you think he 
‘stole it? ‘No; and the reason is, that it belonged to him, Taking 
a thing secretiy is not stealing, if the —" longs to you. But 
ist fall I saw a man come into my neighbor's garden, and my 
neighbor saw him too, and carry off a basket full of pears. I sup- 
“pose in wre Merrell wt he violated the eighth commandment 
just as muely as if neither of us had seen him. The stealing—the 
thing of which he was guilty, was taking my peigiten's ear 

‘without his permission. He might have said that he did cs. eallev 
es re‘mny neighbor's, but he did know they were not Ais. 


_ But he took only a few pears, how could such a trifling thing be 
& violation Of the 8th Commandment? Because, the commandment 
is not, “:T%ow shalt not steal mucr” but, thou shalt not svEan. A 
little theft is stil] a'theftin > 9 me “ag 
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~-But again, suppose the thief had taken all there was in the gar- 
den, would he have been less guilty, or would he have been less a 
thief? 3 

“A step further, su he had taken — of my neigh- 
bor’s ww. the and all its fammiture, and used it as hisown. Would 
he’'then have been more innocent? Yousayno. The more a man 
steals the greater thief is he. Then we will goa step further. 
The man, after taking all my neighbor’s goods, takes him, and his 
wife, and children, and sells them. In this new act what command- 
ment’ is it that he breaks? Which ‘is it if not the eighth? He 
certainly takes that which belongs to his neighbor. A man’s body 
is more sacredly his property than his house, for he cannot give it 
away. ‘To say that a man willingly becomes the slave—that is, 
the property, the machine of another, is to say that a man is will- 
ing to do, not what he himself pleases, but what somebody else 

leases. 
, Again, the man who Juys my neighbor is guilty of the same 
crime as the man who stole him. If he had bought a stolen horse 
he*might plead ignorance of the theft. But now he buys—what? 
my neighbor? Rather the thief’s right to my neighbor. He buys . 
of a manifest thief a piece of property of which the true owner is 
present, and is by no means consulted in the bargain! He continues 
the thief’s act. Every day that he keeps my neighbor in servitude, 
he does merely repeat the samc crime which was committed when 
liberty was taken away. Suppose that the thief instead of grasp- 
ing ail my neighbor’s earnings by making him a slave, had con- 
trived the means of taking a part of them secretly, when deposited 
in the form of dollars in his desk—and suppose he had sold his in- 
vention,—his k»y,—to another who should continue the same use of 
it. Would not this be a continuation of theft? And suppose that 
the Key giving access'to my neighbor’s earnings should be handed 
down from father to sony becoming a reguiar matter of property, 
worth so much a year—being applied daily so as to keep my neigh- 
bor and his descendants always poor, at what point of time would 
this abstraction of earnings become an honest business? Now 
what odds does it make in point of criminality, whether a man 
comes at his neighbor’s earnings by means of a key or by means of 
whips, branding irons, and thumbscrews’? Does not the thing for- 
bidden—the crime consist in taking without his consent that which 
is my neighbor’s? No matter how long a man has been a slave or 
his ancestors before him, the keeping him a slave is a continuous act 
or habit of taking from him that which is his. Now it may be said 
that slaveholding has become so fashionable, that men aye uncon- 
scious of the wrong; it may be said that it is according to law, &c. 
but let it be remembered that these apologies—whether worth 
much or little, are all apoocies ror steatinG!! Ifa person has 
not come to the ee npr slavery—such as we have im this 
republic,—is stealing, he has not got hold of the truth which is to 
overthrow slavery. ‘Tails about the Bible justifying slavery, or 

























20 CONFESSION, OF A SLAVE TAKER, 


etting it, alone! No, the. Bible says ‘‘'Tmou suaLT NoT sTEAL,?— 
and.so says conscience—-and so says common sense. Now if you 
can prove that the Bible also permits Slavery, then you prove that 
it contradicts common sense,.and conscience, and zzself. You do 

not establish Slavery but you destroy the Bible. 
Look friends. Here is aclear theft on the part of the v7hite peo- 
a of this Christian country of $562,500,000. This capital is 
ept frora 2,250,000 people, and without it they must forever be absc- - 
luteiy poor. And what do we see? , The great and the small, tix: 
good andthe bad, the wise and the foolish, are all crying out that 

theft, because it is so big a-theit, is no theft at all! 
JUSTICE, 





THE DEATH BED CONFESSION OF A SLAVE TAKER. 


The following was the confessicn of a man on his death-bed, 
who had for some years gained 2 disgraceful subsisience in Phila- 
delphia, by catching slaves who had made their escape, and resto 
ting them to their masters. It was related by a person who was 
called upon one evening, and solicited to attend, by the slave fa- 
ker’s. wite, who had herself wed arrived the day before, having 
been for some years separated from her husband. The account is 
taken from ‘‘ Mott’s Anecdotes of Persons of Color.” 
© Among other transacticns of that period, was the apprehension 
of a man called James, the recollection of which torments.me in- 
expressibly. He had belonged to the te of Mr. R. of Albe. 
marle county. At:the death of Mr. R.; James passed into the 
hands of those who treated him very ill, and he ran away. When 
I first fell in with him, he lived on a small lot in New Jersey, with 
his wife, a free woman, whom ie cute in Virginia, and con- 
rived to bring with him,-and three children. After losing my 
way, and traveiling some hours on foot, I came io his little habita- 
tion late at night. He treated me very kindly, gave me food, and 
his own bed, while himself and his wife occupied chairs by the 
fire; and in the morning he walked with me several miles, to put 
me in the right way : it was in vain that I offered him a s.inall re- 
ward—he would not ree Months had_passed ~~ haart 
chance my eyes saw an old a vertisement, offering a large rewar 
for his apprehension. I kne « at once it was James, for I had ob- 
served a remarkable scar on his chin, which was mentioned in the 
description of him. Hard a3 my heart then was, and callous to 
avery feeling .of humanity, I could not help shuddering at the 
p> gay betraying my kind friend ; but the prospect me eg 

his an- 


ade my decision. I wrote to his master, and receiv 
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swer. Allthings were prepared, and I was to have fifty dotlars 
more than the sum méntioned in the advertisement. 1 went alone 
again to his quiet retreat; it was in winter, the weather had been 
piercing cold, and the river. Delaware was closed. I arrived at 
early twilight. How bitter have my thoughts been since, when I 
have recollected the honest .satisfaction that gleamed in his sable 
eouienance when lapproached! During the evening, I proposed 
to aim: « removal into Pennsylvania; I told him I had a few acres 
of land, suitable for a garden, and a comfortable dwelling-hov ise, in 
the neighborhood of the city; and that recollecting his foi mer 
kindness to me, I had art to Peg him to occupy the one, 
and improve the other, for which I could afford to give him high 
wages. The poor ian greed to accompany me the next day, to 
look at the remises; and if they ‘iiiasedd him, to take possession 
of them on the first of April. Barly i in the morning, I was awaked 
by preparations for breakfast; and they were delighted with my 
taking so much notice of them as I did, and with mj gratitude for 
the services they had rendered me. The whole family were cheer- 
ful. ‘We parted with light hearts, James and I reached the river 
in due time, and entered on the ice. Hitherto, we had walked 
side by side, put now he fell a little behind me, and we had pro- 
ceeded but a little way, when I perceived the ice to give way, and 
I immediately went down as far as my arms, which I stretched 
out, and <Q supported myself for some minutes, until James threw 
me the end o fis great coat, to which I held, and he pulled me 
out, and taking me on his shoulder, carried me, very much ex- 
hausted, to the shore.” 

Here ‘the sick man closed his eyes, and lay for a short time: 
when reviving, he resumed the affecting narrative: “On ‘my com- 
ing to myself again I found what my intended innocent victim had 
been prompted to do, by feelings of humanity and gratitude;and 
that he had rescued me from thes ble destruction. Shail I tell 
you what followed?” “ By and!” ‘exclaimed the dying 
man’s wife, “ you could not have persevered in your wicked pur- 
pose—you never could have scit the man into slavery who had 

reserved re coal “Yes, I could! I did!” replied the hus- 
fend,“ cole Plogde ilain. ‘ek ve yas! The very day which wit- 
nessed m danger. ger ant ry, Saw me assist in binding, 
chaining n I was indebted for my worth- 
less s life Separated fi from ie’ bh e nore we on ry ified he 
sappried without u e wor ce, and once on he 
suffered his eyes dell fr an instant on mine, which sun ‘be- 
fore their glare. Never mig ‘1 forget that agonizing and despair- 
re Blance; it haunts me in br ylight; it is with me in the 
onde ey of night!” | 
Boke the black servant of the to whom this account 
en, had risen up, Ria behind his master, his eyes 
giseine with t ee liegt kled down his ebon cheeks: when 
sick man’s eyes Tiabtin g Shes him, he exclaimed in the extre- 
mity of suet ** James is there ; behind you, sir; he is come to 
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tarment me already! Take him away; take him away!” he re- 
peatedslowly, and sunk into a slumber from which he never awoke! 





ai? 


[For the Anti-Slavery Record.) 
THE RUNAWAY SLAVE. 


Last Spring a worthy colored man called upon me, requesting my 
assistance in behalf of a fugitive slave. I went with him to see the 
fugitive, who was at the house of a friend. He was a smart fine 
looking young man, about twenty-one years of age. ‘To learna 
little of his history, I fell into the following conversation with him: 

Q. Where have you come from? 

A. The Eastern Shore, Maryland. 

Q. Why did you leave your master? Was he cruel to you? 

A. No, he was called one of the best masters on all the oe A 
Shore. But, he had got in debt badly, and was going tosellme. Two 
weeks ago, last ‘Tuesday, I heard him making a bargain to sell me to 
a speculator for one thousand dollars, and I was to be taken off the 
next Friday—-so the next Thursday night I got ready and started. 

Q. Did you leave friends behind ? 

A. Yes. A father and mother, and seven brothers and sisters. 

Q. Are they slaves? ‘ 

A. Yes. All belong to the same man. 

Q. Were they willing to have you come ? 

A. Yes, they helped me off; they allowed, (supposed,) if I could 
get free, I would some time help them. _ 

Q. Would you have come away if your master had not been 
about to sell you? 

A. Not sosoon. But I always meant to get out of slavery—a 
man never.comes to any thing in slavery, if he works ever so hard. 

I agree with you, said I; and will help you to a corn: .y where 

you may be free; but I am ashameé to Say that you must go Be- 
yond our “‘ free” United States. 
* Wiiha little money, a change of clothes, and some ‘ettersto kind 
friends on the way, he went on rejoicing. I have since heard «. 
his safe arrival and prosperity, on a soil not laid under a curse to 
uphold slavery. pee ase ae 

Let me ask of the slaveholder, would you have expected less of 
‘me had you been in the case of this poor slave ? 

I wish this published for the sake of one remark. It illustrates 
the fate of those slaves who have kind masters. Such masters are 
even more likely than others to fall in debt. | 
... Then, their well treated slaves must be sold to satisfy creditors, 
and to taste the tender mercies of the domestic Slave trade, “. the 


sugar plantations of Georgia and Lousaie. 
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NEGLECTED CHRISTIAN DUTY. | 23 


THE LIBERTY BELL. 


Being in Philadelphia a few days since, I was invited after view- 
ing the room in which the Declaration of Independence was signed, 
to ascend the tower of the old State House, to take a view of the 
city. The view was delightful.. On our ascent, we did not {ail to 
examine the celebrated Bell. It weighs 2300 ounds, and was 
cast 23 years before the Declafation of Independence was signed. 
On that oceasion it was rung, and has been rung every 22d Feb- ¥ 
ruary and 4th of July since. It is remarkable, that the following 
inscription was on the bell when it was cast. _ It was considered a 
sort of prophecy: “ PRoctaIM LIBERTY THROUGHOUT ALL.THE LAND, 
AND TO ALL THE INHABITANTS THEREOF.” May not the emancipation- 
ists in Philadelphia, hope to live to hear the same bell rung, when 
liberty shall in fact be proclaimed to all the inhabitants of this favor- 
ed land ? Hitherto, the bell has not obeyed the inscription; and its 
peals have been a mockery, while one sixth of “ all the inhabitants” 
are in abject slavery. 





- A NEGLECTED CHRISTIAN DUTY. 


Every attentive reader of the Bible is aware that the pleading the 
cause of the oppressed and needy is very seriously enjoined upon 
all men, as an imperious duiy.—And the people of God are very 
frequently characterized and identified as such, in the sacred vo- 
lume, from the fact of their abounding in the discharge of this duty. 
—It was an important item in the character of Job.. The cause 
which he knew not, he searehed out. It was the burden of admo- 
nition with the Hebrew prophets.—It was not forgotten by the apos- 
tles—“ Remember them that are in bonds as bound with them.”— 
Consult Jeremiah v. 1-28.—Isaiah lix. 13, 15.—Jeremiah vii. 3, 5. 
--xxi. 12. xxii. 3.13. 17.—and indeed the whole Bible. But when, 
and where, and by whom, do we hear this duty inculcated in the 

J “American churches ?—From what pulpits isi: heard #—In what 
Publications is it read ? 

*~* Will it be said that we live in an age and nation so free from 
oppression, that this. duty has. become obsolete, 2a* * its observance 
’ If so, let it be shown by a statement of facts... Let us be present- 

‘edn detail with a specification of those oppression’ that existed 
among God’s ancient people, when the prophéts were commission- 
ed ‘to “ agitate the delicate subject.”—“Let us.see the evidence that 
Some system of slavery then existed, so much more iniquitous and 
heaven daring than ours, as to call for reproofs which are not need- 

iin American Israel. Sek 

If this cannot be done, then let the Bible and its e itors speak 
ow on the neglect of this great duty—the duty~of pleading the 
cause of the oppressed and needy. , 
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Shall the United States—the free United States, which could not bear the bonds 
of a king, cradle the bo jaue which aking is abolis ing? Shall a Republic be 
less free than aMonarelly: hall we, e vigor uoyancy of our inanhood, 
be less energetic in righteousness, than a kingdom in its age 7—C. Stewart. 


ee 


: 834. « @halbk every flap of England’s flag 


_ Proclaim tkat all around/are free, 
From ‘ farthest Ind’ to each blue crag 
That beetles o’er the Western Sea ? 
And shall we scoff at Europe’s kings, 
- When Freedom’s fire is :dim with us, 
_ And round our country’s altar clings 
a. The damning shade of Slavery’s curse 4 
ba me. ict us eal Cones. , a 
‘To loose his grasp on Poland’s throat— 
And. beg the Jord of Mahmoud’s line 
_ _. To spare the struggling Suliote. 
Will not the scorching answer come . 
~ From turbaned Turk, and fiery Russ— 
“Go, loose your fettered slaves at home, 
Then turn andask the like of us ?” 
J. G. Wurrtier. 
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